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VIII. A Letter from Edward Wortley
Montagu, Efguire, F. R. S. to William

Watfon, M. D. F. R. S. containing an

Account of his Journey from Cairo, in
Egypt, 0 the Written Mountains, in the
Defart of Sinal

STIR,

Read March 13,7 T is with a good deal of difficulty

766 that I have prevailed upon myfelf to
write to you, for, as coming now to Italy was quite
unforefeen, and I am immediately going back to the
Eaft, I have not my journal with me, but luckily
have the famous infcriptions. I am fenfible every
paper I fend to the Royal Society expofes more and
more my incapacity. However, as thefe infcriptions
are much wanted, I cannot avoid fending them. I
thall only fpeak to fome of the points the bifhop of
Clogher mentions ; but cannot avoid being now and
then a little prolix.

I fet out from Cairo, by the road known by the
name of Tauriche Beni Ifrael, Road of the Children
of Ifrael. After twenty hours travelling, at aboug
three miles an hour, we pafied, by an opening in the
mountains on our right hand, the mountains Maxattee.
There are two more roads, one to the northward of
this, which the Mecca pilgrims go, and one to the

fouth,
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fouth, between the mountains, but never travelled
(as it does not lead to Suez, to which it is thirty
hours march from Cairo). Through this breach
the children of Ifrael are faid to have entered
the mountains, and not to have taken the moft
fouthern road, which I think moft probable: for
thofe valleys, to judge by what one now fees, could
not be paffable for Pharaoh’s chariots. This breach,
the inhabitants told me, leads direétly to a plain
called Badeah, which in Arabic fignifies fomething
new and extravrdinary, and alfo the beginning, as the
beginning of every thing is new, 7. e. was not be-
fore known. _

At Suez I found an opportunity of going to Tor
by fea, which I gladly embraced, that, by going
nearer the place, at which the Ifraelites are fuppof-
ed to have entered the golf, and having a view
from the fea, as well of that as of the oppofite
fhore, I might be a little better able to form a judge-
ment about it. Befides, I was willing to have the
views, bearings, and foundings, which I took, and
they will appear fome time or other; but this paper
would fcarce be their place, if I had them with me.

When we were oppofite to Badeah, it feemed to
me (for I was not on thore) a plain, capable of con-
taining the lfraclites, with a fmall elevation in the mid-
dle of it. Ifaw {fomething too like ruins. The captain
and pilots told me, that this was the place, where
the Ifraelites entered the fea, and the ruins were thofe
of a convent (I fuppofe built on the fpot in comme-
moration of the fact); theyadded that there was good
water there. There is here a ftrong current, which

fets to the oppofite thore, about fouth eaft; it forms
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by its ftrength a whirlpool, where failors faid fhips
were loft,  if forced into it, for want of wind, by
the current.  This pool is about fix miles northward
of Cape Karondel; and juft below this pool there
is a fand, a flat ifland at low water, which runs
eaft and weft about three miles. This fand, If{uppofe,
is thrown up by the force of the current; and the
fame current, by the refiftance it meets with from
this bank, being forced back into the cavity made by.
this excavation, forms the whirlpool. This pool 1s
called Birque Pharaone, the well, or pool of Pharaoh ;
and here they affirm his hoft was deftroyed. I fhall fay
more of this as I travel back by land. We came to
an anchor in fifteen fathom water, within a mile and
a half of the fhore, to the fouthward of this fand, and
in the Birque Karondel, to the northward of the cape;
here the eaftern thore is already mountainous, which,
near this place, was a fandy beach : the Egyptian
thore, from Suez to Badeah, is likewife rocky and
fteep; fo no entering upon the golf from that fhore,
but at Badeah or Suez.

It is high water always, when the moon is at her
meridian height, and it ebbsfix hours, At Suez, it flows
fix foot; the fpring tides are nine, and in the variable
months, fromthe beginning of November, to theend of
April, fometimestwelve. Fromthe beginningof May to
the beginning of Ottober, a northerly wind generally
rifes, and goes down with the fun; it is often very ftrong.
This wind never fajls in thefe months, unlefs there be
fome violent ftorm; the reft of the year the winds are
variable, and when they blow hard at S. and §. S.E.
thefe winds fet up the fea through the narrow ftreight
of Babel Mandel, and up this golf through its mouth,

‘ between
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between Gebel El Zait, onthe weft fide of this fea, and
the fouthermoft point of the bay of Tor, on the eaft fide
of this weftern branch of this fea, where it is not above
twelve or fourteen miles over. I fuppofe fuch a wind,
hindering the water from going out, caufes this extra-
ordinary encreafe in the fpring tides. We fee the
fame thing happen with the fame winds at Venice,
both golfs running nearly in the fame direction.

The Egyptian, weftern, or Thebaic fhore, from
Badeah fouthward to oppofite Tor, on the eaftern
fhore, is all mountainous, and fteep; and at Elim, the
northermoft point of the bay of Tor, ends the ridge of
mountains, which begin on the eaftern fhore of this
weftern branch at Karondel. I fay nothing of Elim,
or Tor, or the marine producions of this golf, as this
paper is intended to give anaccount of Sharme, Meenah
El Dzahab, Kadefh Barnea, the ftone which Mofes
ftruck twice, and the infcriptions. I, however, muftfay,
that, from this place, mount Sinai, properly called, can-
not be feen; but only the ridge or groupe of mount-
ains, in which it is, and which altogether form that part
of this tongue of land called in general Mount Sinai.
The garden of the Monks of MountSinai at Elim rend-
ers in dates, &c. 20,000 piaftres per ann. or £ 2. 500.

We from thence crofled the plain, in about eight
hours, and entered the mountains of Sinai. They are
of granite of differentcolours. At the entrance of the
narrow breach, through which we pafled, I faw, on a
large loofe granite ftone, an infcription in unknown
characters, given, I think,by Dr. Pocock, bithop of
Offory; however, as the Ifraclites had no writing,
that we know of, when they paffed here, I did
not think it of confequence enough to ftop for;

G2 the
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the Arabs told me, it was relative to a battle
fought here between Arabs, and indeed I do not
fee what point of hiftory it can illuftrate; befides,
there are not above five or fix words, We arrived
at the convent of Mount Sinai, after the ufual
difficulties mentioned by other travellers, were received
as ufual, and faw the ufual places, of which, however,
I fhall give the plans as well as elevations, which 1
took. I muft fay, that the Monks were far from
owning to me, that they had ever meddled with
the print of the foot of Mahomet's camel. I
~examined it narrowly, and no chiffel has abfolutely
ever touched it, for the coat of the granite is entire
and unbroke in every part; and every body knows,.
that if the coat of lefs hard ftones than granite is
once deftroyed, it never returns. It is a moft curious
Lufus Nature, and the Mahometans turn it to their
ufe.

Meribah isindeed furprizingly ftriking. Iexamined
the lips of its mouths, and found that no chiffel had
ever worked there; the channel is plainly worn by
only the courfe of water, and the bare infpection of
it is fufficient to convince any one it is not the
work of man. Amongft the innumerable cracks in
rocks, which I have feen in this, as well as other parts
of the world, I never met with any like this, except
that at Jerufalem, and the two, which are in the rock
Mofes ftruck twice, of which hereafter.

I had enquired of the captain and the two pilots of
our fhip, abeut Sharme and Dzahab, on the weftern
fhore of the eaftern branch of the Red-fea; they told
me that they were often forced up the Elanitic golf,the

caftern branch of the Red-f¢a, and generally went to
‘ » Sharme,
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Sharme, and fometimes as high as Dzahab ; that they
generally ran from Cape Mahomet, the fouthermoft
part of the peninfula between thofe two golfs, to
Sharme, in fix hours, becaufe they always made as
much more way, as they commonly do, they very
feldom going there but in a ftorm : they generally
run four knots, fo this makes forty eight miles, which
brings it to the northward of Tor. Tor is in lat. 27.
55. Cape Mahomet thirty miles fouthward, lat. 27.
25. Sharme forty eight miles nearly N, lat. 28. 13.
confequently about E. N. E. of Sinai. The port is
pretty large, furrounded with high  mountains, the
entrance very narrow, and the water deep quite to
the rocks, which are {o very fteep, that a ftone dropt
from the fummit falls into the bafon. No wind can
be felt here; they don’t caft anchor, but faften their
cables to the rocks. ‘There is good water; fome
habitations are found on the fides of the mountains,
and a pretty large village at top: this feems to anfwer
the idea of Neft-Ken. Dzahab lies as high again
up the golf, fo forty eight miles more, or in lat. 29.
This port is confiderably larger than the former, and
very good, but not fo clofely furrounded with mount-
ains; it is however, very fafé. Thereis a well of
great antiquity with very good water; very confi-
derable ruins are found, and they fay, there was a
great city formerly ; but no habitations now, except
an Arabian camp of 2000 men. Thereis a road from
it to Jerufalem, formerly much frequented. Thus far
the captain and pilots. I enquired from the Monks,
as well as Arabs, about thefe places, as well as about
“the ruins, fuppofed by my learned friend, the bithop
of Offory, to be Kadefh Barnea: the former could
only tell me, they had not received any fith from

thence
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thence in many years, that it was two eafy days
journey off, but the road was mountainous ; fo one
may fuppofe the diftance lefs than forty miles. The
Arabs- agreed as to the road; but they faid, it was
once a large place, where their prince lived, whofe
daughter Mofes married, that Mofes was afterwards
their prince, and the greateft of all prophets. Thefe
Arabs place. Mofes the firft, Salomon the fecond,
Mahomet the third, Chrift the fourth, and then the
ﬁrophets of the Bible. As to Dzahab, the Monks only

new the diftance to be four days journey, and that
there was a road fromit to Jerufalem: the Arabs told
me the fame, fo the diftance is about eighty miles. 1
enquired of them all about the ruins; they told me
there were very confiderable ones about half way to
Dzahab, about forty miles from Sinai; but I thould
think Kadefh muft have been much nearer to Jeru-
falem. I would willingly have gone to thefe places;
but as the four clans of Arabs, which inhabit this
promontory, were then at war one with the other, 1
could get no condutor. In another journey I hope to
be more lucky, for this is all hearfay; however, com-
bining the whole together, and comparing it with
what we colle¢t from Scripture, I think we may well
conclude, Sharme to be Midian, and Meenah El
Dzahab to be Eziongeber : what the interjacent ruins
are 1 cannot conjecture ; but I believel have found
Kadefh Barnea to be elfewhere. I think it cannot be
here, for the Ifraclites were on the borders of the
Holy Land, or Land of Promife, when they were
ordered back; and when they were ftopped by the
Moabites, they are faid to have been brought up
from Kadefh Barnea; and I meet with no place in

facred
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facred writing, or any antient geographer, neither

Strabo nor any other, that draw the line of divifion
between this promontory and the Land of Promife fo
low down ; nor could they do it, as thefe ruins are
within almoft feventy miles of the extremity of it.
There are two roads from Mount Sinai to Jerufalem,.
the one through Pharan, the other by the way of Dza-~
hab: that through Pharan is eleven days journey ; two.
to Pharan, thrce to a flation of the Mecca Pilgrims
called Scheich Ali, one and an half to fome confider-
able ruins; all this to the northward: from thence
four and fomething more to Jerufalem, by way of
Hebron, leaving the -Afphaltic Lake on the right.
hand to the foutheaftward. The other way islonger; on:
account of the road-being more mountainous; that too
pafles the fame ruins, and alfo Scheich Ali. I en-
quired about this, when I was atJerufalem, and receiv-
ed the very fame acceunt, with this addition, that fuch:
Mahometans, as went from Jerufalem to Mecca, went
that way, to join the Cairo caravan at Scheich Ali. This
feems to be a fituation oppofite to Kadefh Barnea;
at the line drawn by all the geographers; it is
without Mount Sinai (taken for this whole trac); and

juft before the Moabites, as the children of Ifrael

pafled by Mount Hor, now Acaba, leaving the
Afphaltic Lake on their left hand, to the northweft.

"The tradition too of the Arabs is, that they paffed this

way ; therefore, Ithink, Kade(h Barnea muft be near
this fpot. There are here confiderable ruins; and I

know of no city that ever was here, for Petra lay

more to the eaft, between the Afphaltic lake and
the Elanitic golf. To leave no enquiry wanting,

I afked the Rabbins of Jerufalem, where they placed.
Kadefh Barnea; and they faid, thefe ruins,

We
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We fet out from Mount Sinai by the way of Scheich
Salem; and, after we had pafled Mahomet’s ftone,
came to the beautiful valley, mentioned in the Journal.
I lay there (and hope I have difcovered the manna,
but that will be the fubje@ of another paper) and did
not fet out before day-light, that T might not pafs
the rock which Mofes ftruck twice. I{earched, anden-
quired of my Arabs,but could neither hear nor fee any
thing of it. I faw feveral fhort infcriptions ftained on
fome parts of the mountains, the chara@ers being the
fame with thofe on mount Sinai, Meribah, &c. given
by the bithop of Offory. About four miles before we
arrived at Pharan, we paffed through a remarkable
breach in arock ; each fide of it is perpendicular as a
wall, about eighty feet high, and the breach is about
forty broad. Itis atthis breach, Iimagine, the Horites
were {mote, four miles beyond the prefent ruins of Pha-
ran; for having pafled this breach they could make
ftand, nor could they well be purfued. Here, on the
tops of the mountains to our right hand, were ruins of
buildings, and one feemed a caftle. From Meribah to
near this place, we had always rather defcended; in
moft places there is the bed of a ftream and after rain
the water runs; but a little before we came to this
breach, it winded off towards the weft, for the waters
fall into that part of the defert we crofled from Tor.
Between this breach and Pharan, there are feveral
fprings, and one at Pharan where we encamped ; there
is the bed of the river mentioned by the Journal, the
traditional account of which agrees with what is faid
by St. Paul. Waters feem to have run from Meri-
bah to within about fix miles of this place ; the bed of
a ftream is here again very plain and a fpring at the

upper
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upper end of it, which does not yield water enough to
make a ftream, the bed then is dry; four valleys
terminate here, and forma large area. I enquired
about the road to Jerufalem; the people agreed in the
diftance and ruins. We travelled in the bed of the
river through the valley to the north; and in about
half an hour, the fight and appearance of alarge ftone,
not unlike Meribah, which lay at fome diftance from
the mountain on our right hand, ftruck me; and I
alfo obferved, it had many {mall ftones upon it. The
Arabs, when they have any ftone or fpot in veneration,
as Mahomet’s ftone, and the like, after their devction,
lay fome fmooth ftone uponit. Iafked what it was,
they told me Hagar Moufa, the ftone of Mofes.
I told them that could not be, for that lay in Rephi~
dim; they faid that was true, but this was Hagar il
Chotatain, the ftone of the two ftrokes; that he
ftruck it twice, and more water came from it than
from Meribah ; witnefs the river. The bed of the
river winds to the eaftward, about E.S.E. I afked
how far it went; they faid this bed ran by Sheich
Ali to thofe ruins, and quite away to the fea; fo
the river muft have begun here, and not at Pharan,
and the bed from Pharan here is only formed
(I fuppofe) by winter torrents. If this is the bed of
the river mentioned by St. Paul, as I dare fay it is,
we have the fecond rock: if it runs to the ruins,
as is faid, and there is no reafon to doubt it, they
will be pretty plainly thofe of Kadefh Barnea; and if
this bed continues in the fame courfe to the fea, as it
probably does, this probably is the river at Rinocolura,
fuppofed, by Eratofthenes, to be formed by the
Arabian lakes; becaufe he did not know its miraculous

Vor. LVI, H head.
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head. 'This river is doubted of by Strabo, becaufe
dried up to the fource, from the time the Ifraelites
entered the Land of Promife, and the tradition was
then loft. You may fee Strabo’s Aflyria, edit. Cafau-
bon, p. 5. 10. towards the bottom, Pardon this
bold conjecture ; butit coincides and conciliates facred
hiftory with antient geography. This too feems a
proof, that this is really the fecond ftruck rock. As
to the fprings between the breach and Pharan,
they certainly did not exift in the time of Mofes; or,
if they did, they would have been as nothing to fo
many people.

We went down a large valley to the weft, towards
the fea, and paffed the head of a valley, a part of the
defart of Sin, which feparates the mountains of Pharan
from thofe which run along the coaft, and the
fame plain, which we had pafied from Tor. We had
fcarce entered thefe mountains, and travelled an hour,
when after pafling a mountain, where there were
vifible marks of an extinguithed fubterraneous fire,
we faw, on our left hand, a fmall rock, with fome
unknown chara&ers cut on it, not ftained upon it,
as thofe hitherto met with; and, in ten minutes, we
entered a valley fix miles broad, running nearly North
and South, with all the rocks, which enclofeit on the
Weft fide, covered with charaGters. Thefeare whatare
called Gebel El Macaatab, the written mountins. On
examining thefe charaClers, I was greatly difappointed,
in finding them every where interfperfed with figures
of men and beafts, which convinced me they were not
written by the lfraelites ; for if they had been after
the publication of the Taw, Mofes would not have

permitted them to engrave images, fo immediatfely
S ‘ after
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after he had received the fecond commandment: if
they went this way, and not along the coaft, they had
then no charaers, that we know of, unlefs fome of
them were fkilled in hieroglyphicks, and thefe have no
conneition with them. Itwill be difficult to guefs
what thefe infcriptions are ; and, I fear, if ever it is
difcovered, they will be found fcarce worth the pains.
If conjeture be permitted, I will give my very weak
thoughts. They cannot have been written by Ifrael-
ites, or Mahometans, for the above reafon ; and if by
Mahometans, they would haye fome refemblance to
fome forts of Cuphic chara@ers, which were the
charaGters ufed in the Arabic language, before the
introduction of the prefent Arabic letterss The
firft MSS. of the Alcoran were in Cuphic: thereis a
very fine one at Cairo, which I could not purchafe,
for it is in the principal Mofque ; and the Iman would
not fleal it for me, under four hundred fequins, £200.
Thefe have not the leaft refemblance to them: Sara-
cen charaers are very unlike; befides, I fhould place
them higher than the Hegira. I think it then not
unprobable, that they were written in the firft ages
of Chriftianity, and perhaps the very firft; when, I
fuppofe, pilgrimages from Jerufalem to Mount Sinai
were fathionable, confequently frequent and nume-
rous, by the new Chriftian Jews, who believed in
Chrift; therefore, 1 fhould believe them Hebrew
charaCters, ufed vulgarly by the Jews about the
time of Chrift. I fhewed them when at Jerufalem
to the Rabins; they were of the fame opinion, and

thought ﬁf", which is frequent, was p%¢#; and to that

Ny 17)&7 'U_) [e> which is juft before with a
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{mall crofs yw» ¥ 29, by changing the /bin into
Jin; and adding je, it would be an Arabic word Gyl
a crofs, and might be explained, the crofs borne or
carried by Jefus. The Hebrew would be Jefus
brought fafety, or falvation. Bat, Sir, more able than,
me will judge better. 'Thefe are all conjettures;.
and it feems much eafier to fay what thefe infcriptions
are not, than what they are. "“They can fcarce be
of St. Helen’s time; for they would have fome
analogy with Greek charaders, and they have none.
Perhaps fome gentlemen will think them antient
Egyptian, written, by the colony, which they fuppofe
went to inhabit China. ‘That is a matter I won’t
meddle with ; but, amongft many others, it will be
liable to one great objection, which is, that fuch colony,
if there ever was one, probably went the ftreight road,
from the head of one golf to the head of the other,
from Hierapolis to Eloth, the way the Mecca pilgrims
~now go. This place would have been far out of their
way, being at leaft fixty miles to the fouthward of the
pilgrims road, unlefs they were fuppofed to have had
tranfports at Dzahab, or Sharme. 1, for the firft reafon
given, did not think them written by the Ifraelites, and
could not conceive that they were of any great confe-
quence. I only took thefe few as a fpecimen. Here are
on other parts of this rock, fome Greek, and Arabic, as
well as fome Saracen infcriptions, and an Hebrew one,
which is 5 Yo, The Saracens and Arabic only fay,
“ fuch an one was here at fuch a time”; the fame fay
the Greek ones, except one, which fays, as I remem-
ber, for I have it not with me, ¢ The evil genius of the
army wrote this,” which can only prove, that fome

body of Greeks was worfted here, after the charactere
were
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were written, and that they attributed their defeat to
fome magick power in thefe charalers: as we are
now fruitful in conjeGture, perhaps fome gentlemen
will bring Xenophon here. The charadters feem to
be of the very fame kind with thofe ftained on differ-
ent parts of Mount Sinai, Meribah, &c. which my
learnied and accurate friend the Bifhop of Offory has
iven,
& The third day from this place, travelling weftward,
we encamped at Sarondou, as the Journal calls it; but
it is Korondel, where are the bitter waters, Marah. I
tried if the branches of any of the trees had any effe
on the waters; but found none: fo the effe@ menti-
oned in Scripture muft have been miraculous. Thefe
waters at the {pring are fomewhat bitter and brackith,
but as every foot they run over the fand is covered with
bituminous falts, grown up by the exceffive heat of
the fun, they acquire much faltnefs, and bitternefs,
and very foon become not potable. This place, off
which the fhips cafts anchor, is below the fand, which
I mentioned before, near the Birque Korondel. After
nine hours and a half march we arrived, and encamp-
ed at the Defert of Shur, or Sour. The conftant tradi-
tion is, that the Ifraelites afcended from the fea here;
this is oppofite tothe plain Badeah, to which the above-
mentioned pafs in the mountains lead. From this place
the openings in the mountains appear a great crack,
and may be called 2 Mouth, taking Hiroth for an ap-
pellative.  However, I thould rather adopt the fignifi-
cation of Liberty. It would hardly have been neceffary
for the Ifraclites to pafs the fea, if they were within
two or three miles of the northern extremity of the
golf; the fpace of at moft two miles, the breadtl_}
0
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of the golfat Suez, and at moft three foot deep at low
water, for it is then conftantly waded over, could not
have contained fo many people, or drowned Pharaoh’s
army. 'There would have been little neceflity for his
cavalry and chariots to precipitate themfelves after a
number of peopleon foot, incumbered with their wives,
children, and baggage; when they could foon have
overtaken them with going fo little about. Thefe rea-
fons, added to the fignificant names of the places, Tau-
riche Beni Ifrael, road of the children of Ifrael; Attacah,
Deliverance, Pihahiroth, whether an appellative or
fignificative ; Badcah, new thing, or miracle ; Bachorel
Polfum, fea of deftruion; convince me, that the
Ifraelites entered the fea at Badeah, and no where elfe.
Befides, all the reft of the coaft from Suez, and below
Badeah, is fteep rocks, fo there muft have been another
miracle for them to defcend: the current too fets from
this place where we encamped, toward the oppofite
thore, into the pool Birque Pharaone, Pool of
Pharaoh, where, the tradition is, his hoft was drown~
ed: acurrent, formed, I fuppofe, by the falling and
ruthing of one watery wall on the other, and driving
it down: acurrent, perhaps, by God permitted to re-
main ever fince, iz memoriam rei; the diftance
to the bitter waters is about thirty miles. I omitted
to mention in its place, that, between this and Koron-
del, we were not fo lucky as the author of the Journal,
who met with a charming rivulet of {weet water; we
met with none, gocd or bad. The Ain Moufa, which
the Ifraclites would have met with, if they had

affed at Suez, and the coaft from hence fouth-
ward, about a mile to Tor, being all rock and
ieep too, induce me to believe, that they enter-

ed
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ed the fea at Badeah, and afcended from it here, and!
not at any other place. But I am too fenfible of my
own inability to decide, and leave that to better judges
thanIam. Ionly throw out what occurs to me, from
the infpection of the country, an infpection as accurate
as I am capable of, If any thing I have faid can in
the leaft fupport that revelation, to which I dare de-
clare myfelf a friend, even in this enlightened age, I
thall be very happy ; or if this trip of mine can be of
any ufe whatever, as I had great pleafure init, I may
truly fay with Horace—Omne tulit punctum, &c.
"The denomination of f)p &, I believe, only regards
- the Hierapolitic branch, as the marine productions,
Madrepores, &c. which form admirable forefts in the
bottom of it, are not in the Elanitic branch, or the
golf; I mean the broad part below Cape Mahomet.
No more than that weftern branch was known to the
Ifraclites at the time of their paffage, if it was to the
Egyptians : but the name defcended to the whole, as
their knowledge of it. The Red Sea feems to regard
the broad part alone; for tho' thereare not the above-
mentioned fea produtions, - yet there is fo great a
quantity of tube coral (not found in the weftern branch
of the Hierapolitic golf) and fuch rocks, as one may
fay of them, that the Gedda fhips faften themfelves
to them inftead of cafting anchor. It is of a deep-
red, fo that poflibly, the firft navigators entering at
the freight of Babel Mandel, from the red they
faw, called it the Red Sea, and that name defcended to.
the whole with their navigation. This fcais tempeft-
uous and full of thoals; there is no harbour on the Ara-
bian coaft after Tor, except one, I mean between Suez
and Gidda or Mecca, which is a dayand a half from
Gidda:
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Gidda. Giddaisits port; and there is only one on the
other coaft, Coffire ; but it is a very bad one ; however,
thips fometimes go thither, and caravans crofs the
country to Morfhout. The fhips are, as the bithop of
Offory has defcribed them ; the helm is on the outfide,
as I fuppofe, with his lordfhip, that of St. Paul was.
‘T'hey make ufe of but four fails, and no compafs, nor
dothey ever caft the lead. They fail only by day light,
from anchoring place to anchoring place and are not,
above two days out of fight of land, from Cape Maho-
met to the Arabian main: if a gale happen, they are
often loft; about one in ten every year. I fhall be
glad to be honeured with the Society’s command,
and in communicating this, you will oblige,

Sir,
Your moft humble fervant,

1;'?; 7%;?’ Ed. Wortley Mountagu.

P.S. Iam avery bad draughtfman; butl affure
you, the fketches contained in Plate III. are rather
better than the originals. They are about fix inches
long, the marble is whitith, in fome places reddith,
of a fleth color; they are engraved with a pointed
inftrument, for one fees, in the bottom of them, round
marks of the point of the inftrament. I have met
with much bafalto, but not one piece of that foft ftone
of which is the buft at Turin, nor any of the charac-
ters upon it, except fome are found amongft thefe, I
have neither feen any head, buft, or ftatue, in the

characer of that
‘ The
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The fecond rock ftruck by Mofes is, I think, 43
feet long, 16 broad, 13 high; it has two cracks, ob-
lique ones; in them are fome mouths, like thofe of
Meribah: itis of a hard ftone, not granite or marble.

I have the exa& dimenfions and elevation of the
{fecond ftone, as well as of Meribah.

IX. A Difcovery, with Obfervations, of two

_new Comets in the Marine Obvatory at
Paris; 4y M. Meflier, F. R. 8. and
Member of the Academy of Sciences at
Paris; tranflated from the French, by M.
Maty, M. D. Sec. R. S.

Read March 20, 471l 24, N the 8th of March 1766, the

’ fky having been clearthe whole
day, I had a mind to make ufe of this fine weather to
look for the fatellite of Venus, which for fome years
has been talked of. I employed, for this purpofe, an
excellent Gregorian telefcope, of 30 inches focus ;
the great fpeculum of which, being fix inches: diame-
ter, magnified objects about 109 times. I could dif-
cover nothing with this inftrument, the planet appear-
ing only furrounded with fmall telefcopic ftars, I like-
wife made ufe of a very good achromatic telefcope of
5 feet, conftructed at Paris, and belonging to the Pr. of
8. with which I difcovered at about 7 o'clock, and at

fome diftance of Venus, a nebulofity of a {fmall extent,
Vor. LVL 1 with



